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SUBJECT: CRUISE OF USS SOUTH CAROLINA (DLGN-37) 

1. US NAVY IS CURRENTLY PLANNING CRUISE FOR USS SOUTH 
CAROLINA, A NEW NUCLEAR POWERED GUIDED MISSILE FRIGATE 
(TO BE REDESIGNATED GUIDED MISSILE CRUISER ON 1 JULY 1975). 
INDICATIONS ARE NAVY WOULD LIKE SHIP TO MAKE PORT CALLS IN 
SOUTHERN ENGLAND, OSLO AND BREMERHAVEN SOME TIME DURING 
PERIOD AUGUST 20 TO SEPTEMBER 22. 

2. AS YOU KNOW, OUR APPROACH TO NUCLEAR POWERED WARSHIP 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 131054 

(NPW) PORT ENTRY IS TO TREAT NPW IN SAME LOW KEY MANNER 
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AS CONVENTIONALLY POWERED WARSHIPS. ALTHOUGH NPWS HAVE 
PREVIOUSLY VISITED OSLO AND BREMERHAVEN, IN VIEW OF TIME 
LAPSE OF NPW VISITS TO NORWAY (EARLY 1960’S) AND GERMANY 
(1971) 

ADVANCED COORDINATION WITH HOST GOVERNMENTS WOULD 
BE ADVISABLE. THIS SHOULD SMOOTH WAY FOR SUBSEQUENT NORMAL 
DIPLOMATIC PROCEDURES. 

3. REQUEST EMBASSIES BONN AND OSLO MAKE LOW KEY APPROACH 
TO HOST GOVERNMENTS AND ADVISE DEPARTMENT OF REACTION TO 
PROPOSED VISITS. KISSINGER 
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